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| (6) 
ly.in ſeveral Men , but at ſeveral times in the fame 
Perſons ; which: they- could not be , if.they proceed- 
ed from the Holy Spirit, which is but One, and 
therefore always . uniform and conſiſtent . with jt 
ſelf. That. the natural _effe&ts of, Melancholy and 
Diſeaſe, or the illufions. of the Devil, are frequent- 
ly. miſtaken for. Dwine Illumination. That Dodtrines 
contrary to-common Reaſon, and the natural Relig- 
on of Mankind, have been obtruded upon the World 
under this Pretence: And in fine, when we conſider 
what havock this has made in the World ; how it has 
been abuſed to the worſt deſigns, the murder of Prin- 
ces, the overturning of Kingdoms. and Churches ; 
and that there is nothing ſo vile or monſtrous, earth- 
ly, ſenſual or deviliſh, but if this pretence be admitted, 
may. paſs for. inſpiration ;. I think- we may fately 
refuſe their Guidance, and conclude that theſe men, 
theſe Spirits, cannot be from God. Since therefore 
' there is no truſting either to the Roman TInfallibility, 
or this new Light, the private Spirit of the Enthu- 
ſlaſt, I ſhall ſhew, .. 
3- That the Holy Scripture is the only fafe Guide 
we can follow. To. which if we apply our ſelves 
with due modeſty and Humility in our Enquiries, 
and a_ careful*uſe of thoſe miniſterial Aids of the 
Chriſtian Church which God has appointed, we can- 
not miſs our way : And this will oblige us not to reſt 
in our own private Judgments for the ſenſe of Scrip- 
ture, but to take the concurrent fenſe of the Cathoe» 
lick Church ta the firſt and pureſt Ages of it ; which 
may reaſonably be preſumed the moſt Authentick and 
credible Witneſſes of the Apoſtolical Faith and PraQtice; 


And if we thus appeal to the Catholick Church we 
the 
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the ſenſe.of Scripture, not as the Sovereign and abſo- 
a Judg, but as a credible Witneſs, 'as . on the one” 

and we ſhall avoid the charge of private Interpre- 
tion, ſo of the Roman Infallibility on the other : Al- 
tho' herein we. make uſe of. our own Reaſon in "the 
ſearch, and withal give a juſt deference to Authority. 

Had this Modeſty and Care been faithfully obſer- 
ved in Mens Enquiries after Truth, there be Thou- 
fands' of Errors which had never appeard to diſturb 
the Peace of the Church. But when men, out of 
Pride or Wantonneſs ſhall forfſake the Guides of 
Gods Appointment, and heap to themſelves Teach- 
ers, having itching Ears, no wonder that God ſhould 
give them over to ſtrong deluſions, that they ſhould 
believe a Lye. | 

Now if we ſearch the Scriptures with thele helps, 
they will abundantly reward our pains, and in the end 
lead us to the beſt Church and Religion in the World, 
the Religion and Church of England. 

A Church Reformed after the pattern of Scrip- 
ture , and the firſt and pureſt Ages of Chriftiani- 
ty. ; her Government, by the moſt Authentick Re- 
cords derived from the Apoſtles, or at leaſt Apo- 
ſtolical Men ? Her Articles 6f Religion, not only 
contained in Scripture, but delivered down to 
us by the concurrent ſenſe of the Ancient Church : 
Her Prayers and Praiſes oftered up to God alone, 
through the Merits' and Mediation of the Holy 
Jeſus, in her own native Language , ſuited to the 

neral wants and occaſions of Men ; and perform- 
ed with that decency and folemnity , as becomes 
the devout Worſhippers of God.: Her Rites and 
Ceremonies few and proper, and ſuch as are allow- 
B 2 ed 
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to be of very. ancient uſe : Her Homilies 
ad, "wholeſome Inſtructions to Vertue and 


And -all this we offer to the ſearch and 
examination of, the molt inquiſitive : Our Religion 
will endure_the Light, and abide the ſevereſt Trial : 


| 


ly ſee that mn 
nitely reaſonable ; That we impoſe no Do- 


ciples as tend to debauch Mens Conſciences and 
reconcile them to wicked Practices : But on the 
contrary, that the Dodrines which we : profeſs 
the Rules and Orders, under which we. hve, and 
the whole” Frame” and Conſtitution of our Church 
is moſt admirably fitted fo promote Peace and 
Holineſs, the great ends, of the Goſpel. And where- 
ever theſe great ends of Religion are left unſecured, 
it muſt needs render that Church or Society of Men 
ſuſpe&ted. For ſober Yen will never believe that that 
Religion can be of God, that any way encourageth 
Vice and Wickedneſs, or diſturbs the peace. of the 

World. | 
Now this can. never be charged upon the Do- 
Arines and Principles of the Church of England: 
A Church, whoſe. main deſign is to promote Ho- 
lineſs amongſt Men: And for the Loyalty - of her 
Principles, it muſt be owned to her Eternal Honour, 
that in all the Changes and Revolutions of Govern- 
ment, ſhe has been the ſteadieſt Friend to the Le 
| 0 


(5) 
of any Church in- the World', and that fometimes 
when ſhe could have no' profpe&”'of ſecular advan- 
ages to induce 'her. Look itito her Articles, her” 
Canons , her Liturgy , her Homilies; and you will 
find ſhe teaches the old Primitive Loyalty, to obey 
for Confcience fake, and to* ſubmit without reſerve 
or limitation :* And had a Prince no other . Sub- 

As within . his Dominions, but Men of Church 
of England Principles , he would certainly have the 
eaſieſt ' and the happieſt Government in the World. 
May / our Governours therefore evef®be convinced, 
That it is not leſs their Intereſt than duty, to en- 
courage and protect that Church, which by long ex- 
perience has approved it ſelf one of the ſureſt props of 
- the Throne. _. F 

. Having therefore a Religion that does upon all theſe 
accounts recommend- it felf to our choice, I ſuppoſe 
I need fay the lefs to perſwade to the Second Thing 
propounded. 


FM.” That we be faithful to it, and not betray 
it by any halting compliance, but that we aflert 
it with Zeal and Refolution ; wherein we muſt be 
careful, 

r. That it be not a fiery ungovernable Zeal , 
but that being founded in Knowledg , and guided 
by diſcretion , the means which we uſe as well as 
the ends we propound be good and warrantable. 

2. That we approve our Zeal for Religion by an 
univerſal Holineſs and good Life, 


I. That we be faithful to our Religion, and not be- 
tray it by any” halting compliance with the Worlhip 
of a ſtrange God. Truth 
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Truth is too-great a purchace to. be parted with 
for Trifles. And one would think we fthould with 
the utmoſt Reſolution ſtudy the Peace . and Ho- 
nour .of - that Church and Religion, which was 
ſealed to us with. the Blood of Martyrs: But . when 
men'make Religion truckle to. ſecular Intereſt, which 
they endeavour. by .all means to promote by a 
luke-warm indifferency , or baſe compliance , it is 
too plain that they have no great value for that 
Religion, which ,was purchaſed at fo great a Price, 
but that they Mve taken it up upon faſhion, or - 
to ſerve ſome Jill deſign, The Prophet in the Text 
ſure never lived in a more halting Age than we 
do; wherein we have a fort of prudential Chureh- 
men, like thoſe the Apoſtle foretold ſhould _ be 
in ' perillous. times., .men that are lovers of them- - 
ſelves ; they wiſely -conſider that Truth and Sin- 

cerity are but Names, but Lives and Eſtates are 
real Things; and therefore they'l be fure to keep 
out of harms way , and engage themſelves no far- 
ther .in any Party, than they - may- come off with 
Honour and Safety ; as for Religion , they are_re- 
ſolved it ſhall never coſt them much : But ſince 
"tis convenient to be of one, they'l be ſure to ap- 
pear for that which is uppermoſt -and moſt, popu- 
lar ;-and becauſe of the viciſſitude of humane affairs, 
'twill be convenient at the ſame time to keep a 
private correſpondence with ſome potent FaCti- 
on: This man is a Chriſtian at large, he can go 
to Church or to a Conventicle , as intereſt or op- 
portunity ſhall incline him; he is for Moderation ; 
he is for giving no offence, neither to the Few nor 
Gentile, nor to the Church of God ; and therefore 
knows 
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knows . how to ſuit his humour and converſe to 
the company he meets; and when he happens to 
beat the publick Prayers of the Church ( to which 
he has no great liking ) he has a. fine ambiguous 
way of behaviour , ſtanding up during the whole 
Service, that he may not. be faid rudelf to af- 
front the Congregation, or to bow the Knee to 
" Baal ; he can bow even in the Houſe of Rimmmm 
to ſecure a good place, and hope that the Lord will 
pardon his Servant in that thing, 

To be thus looſe and ſhuffliog «in matters of 
Religion , where ſure men ſhould be in good ear- 
neſt 3 to mock God and the King by acting con- 
trary to their Principles and the ſenſe of their 
own minds, muſt needs - render them the ſhame 
and ſcandal of - their Profeſſion : "Twas a faying 
of King James, He that diſſembles with God , 1s 
not fit to be truſted by men: Not much unlike 
that of Conſtantius, who in the beginning of his 
Empire calling his Servants about fm , and pro- 
poſing that thoſe who would Sacrifice to the Gods 
ſhould continue their Places and. their Honours , 
but thoſe. who refuſed , ſhould depart the Court , 
proſcribed the Heathens, and continued thoſe Chri- 
ſtians in his Service, who choſe rather to for- 
fake the Profits and Honours of the Court, than 
their Religion, with this faying, #5s yy &r a5]s Cao 
wiciy guaFa, The fe} 70 nger flop and] ag dy roiguorcy ; Euſeb, de 
vita Conſtant. 1. 16. And I think the Government 
has very lately had fuch experience of the falf- 
hood and treachery , of this ſort of men, that they 
will ever be looked upon with a jealous eye. Who 


were the great Agitators and leading men in the 
late 


( 22 ) 

late-Confpiracy and Rebellion, . but ſuch as ſeemed 
to comply with the eſtabliſhed Government, came 
to our Churches; beard Divine Service and Sermon, 
and now - and then; received_ the Sacrament 2 And 
all -that they might be thought to be of the ſame 
Communion with us, and that we might not ful- 
| er from men of ſuch agreeable and com- 
plying tempers: But by this means they have. 
the .more effe&tually compaſſed their deſigns. For 
certainly there is no fuch dangerous Enemy, as 
one within our. own Walls, that can betray us un- 
ſuſpected, And the miſery of it is, while men 
.are poiſoned with ſuch: Principles as theſe , that 
they may take Oaths in- their own ſenſe, hold 
occaſlional Communion with our Church, and now 
and then to: ſerve a turn, receive the Sacrament, 
we can never be' ſecure ; For ,there will ever be 
men of-looſe Principles, who will be fure to ſhrowd 
themſelves amongſt us, either to ſhelter theim- 
ſelves from the penalty of the Law, or to under- 
mine and betray us : And as it is the ruin of all 
Societies, whether Sacred or Civil, where Mens Pro- 
feſſions and Pretences are only Traps and Snares ; 
ſo it is equally deſtrutive to the pleaſure and 'fecu- 
rity of mutual Converſation ; for how unhappy 
mult it needs be, when men are forced to , keep a 
guard upon themſelyes, by reaſon of the falſhood 

and . inſincerity of thoſe they converſe with 2 
And as the Church has faffered extremely and is 


in continual danger from theſe men , ſo alſo from 
her own halting Clergy : It is not improbable that 
this lame and- partial Conformity has contributed 
as much to the growth of Faction, as any one 

thing 


(-13 ) 
thing we can name, fince the Churches *Reſtaus 
ration '; for the people have readily concluded, 
that certainly there - muſt be” ſomething ill in - 
our Worſhip and Ceremonies, otherwiſe ſuch 
Men as have had Ability and Opportunity to 
took into theſe things, and -are under the  ob- 
gation of, Oaths and Subſcriptions, would ſhew 
their liking 'and aſſent to them by a more 
Regular Gonformity. But nothing has more 
recommended the Clergy to ſome men, than 
this fort of Moderation : They are not for the 
height of Conformity, but for the moderate Man, 
who, in their ſenſe, is one that knows how to 
comply with weak and tender Conſciences, tho' 
it be againſt the ſenſe of his own: One that can 
grve the Sacrament Standing or Kneeling - That 
can Baptize at Home, or at Church ; and there, 
with the ſign of the Croſs, or without it : Vi- 
ſit-the Sick with the Churches Prayers or his 
own, as the Perſon is inclined : He can. civilly 
be from home” when a Diſlenter is to be buried ; 
He has no Scruple againſt the Surplice, but only 
that 'tis too hot for hun in Summer, and too cold 


 4n Winter. 


Theſe Illegal Reconciling Methods , however 
they may be called by the fine Names of 
Moderation , Diſcretion and Prudence ; or what- 
ever pretence they make to Peace and Uni- 
on, can never ſerve the Intereſt of Religion, or 
ſecure the Honour and Safety of the Church. This 
I am fure of, had the A of England , agen 

» Thc 


nifo | . 
: a2 due cexerciſe of the 
Churches - Diſcipline , we ſhoukd by this time 
have ſeen much. better effects - of it , than we 
have hitherto done from Indulgence or Mode- 
ration. Men would have been erally recon» 
Giled to the Orders of our Church, and we ſhould 
have reapt the fruits -of it in Eaſe and Honour, 
But - when the Clergy themſelves have given 
Example and Encouragement to Men to. break 
the Churches Laws, and' contemn her Autho- 
Pity, no wonder . that Vice -and Faction appears 
infolent and daring. 


And how 'it 'can conſiſt with _ the peace of 
thoſe Merits : Conſciences , who have upon mature 
deliberation and "choice, declared their unfei 
ed: Aſent and Confent; who have no A 
rity to make any abatement or relaxation of 
eſtabliſhed Laws and Conſtitutions, but have 
ſolemnly obliged themſelves to obſerve them, 
F- cannot "imagine. For . ſince 'tis but reaſo- 
nable that the Church ſhould be ſecured of 
the Fidelity of thoſe whom ſhe admits and en- 
truſts in the publick Offices of Religion, and 
that accordingly we have all 'of us given this 
fecurity ſo far as Oaths and Subſcriptions will 
bind us; fure nothing leſs than a Power equal 
To that which at firſt obliged us, can diſcharge 
us from the Obligation, We have the Canons 
and Rubricks of the Church laid before us, 

. . to 


( 15 ) | 
to: be! the meaſure of our practice :+ And- wher® 
efiings are —_ expreſied , till' we can 'be 
ſo happy as to have them otherwiſe ſettled, 
I preſume we are to be determined 'by. the 
uſage of the Church. ' We are not yet Reform- 
ers; and 'tis not” modeſt to appoſe our own pri- 
vate fancies to the —_ Wiſdom and Authoris 
ty of a whole Chur | | 


Peace and Union, 'tis true, are: deſirable things ; 
and at this time eſpecially to be purchaſed at 
any rate, except- with" the loſs of Truth : And 
I know none of the Clergy but would moſt wil- 
lingly fubmit , for the ſake of Peace, to: ſuch 
abatements as our Govyernours ſhould think fit 
to make in the behalf.of modeſt and peaceable 
Difſenters.: But we have no Authority to do it 
of our ſelves. And therefore in the mean time, 
tho' we are to endeavour by all the methods 
of Prudence and Candour, by all lawful com- 
pliances and condeſcenſions, to oblige theſe men; 
we are to take care of our own Conlſciences, 
and continue true - to - that Church, to which 
we have plighted our Faith, and given all the 
ſecurity imaginable of a ſteady and exa&t Confor- 


mity. 


And therefore 'as we would not diflemble with 
God and the World; as we would not confirm 
Men in their Miſtakes and Prejudices', and fo 
perpetuate the Schiſm; as we have any ſenſe 


of Honour or Conſcience , let us no longer halt 
C 2 | between 
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between two Opinions, but follow the Lord ; 
and be ſteady to our Principles. Let us 
cloſe to the Rules ' and - Canons of the Church; 
this will be our Security and our Wiſdom: Let 
us not forget the- Relation we ſtand in to- the 
Church : We are the Churches Stewards; and 
the - Apoſtle rells us,. 'tis required in Stewards 
. that they be found faithful: Let us not | there- 
fore betray the Truſt repoſed in us, and baſe- 
ly proſtitute the Honour of the Prieſthood to 
mean and unworthy Things, the Luſts and Hu- 
mours of Men ; but do our Duties impartial- 
ly and without reſpe&t of Perſons : For it when 
we are admitted into the Churches Service , 
and take her Pay, we play faſt and leoſe, and 
keep a private correſpondence with the Church- 
es Enemies, we, like Fadas, take the Purſe, and 
betray the Maſter. The favour of God and 
ſome few good Men, the inward Peace and Sa- 
tisfaction of Conſcience, that in all ſimplicity 
and Godly Sincerity, we have had our Conver- 
fation in the World ; and the great Rewards of 
Truth and Faithfulneſs in the Life to come, 
will abundantly compenſate whatever Trouble 
or  Diſcouragement we may meet. withal in: the 
doing of our Duty, and infinitely outweigh the 
poor and mean advantages of Popularity. Let 
us all» therefore who have ' had both the Ho- 
nour and Bleſſing of the fame Epiſcopal Im- 
poſition of Hands, ſtudy in our ſeveral capa- 
cities to promote the Peace and Welfare of 
. this Church ; which we'can no way more ef- 
. leftually 
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fectually do, than by walking - by the fame 
Rule, 'and minding -the \ſame "things ; That in 
one and the fame Church, we may all ſpeak 
and do the' fame things; and with one mind, 
and one mouth ,. and in one Way glorifie the 
Father of the - Lord Jefus : This will look like 
the face of a Church : Thus ſhall we equally* 
bear the burden, which now lies heavy on the 
ſhoulders of ſome few : We ſhall be better able 
to. defend our ſelves againſt thoſe who oppoſe 
us; and ſober men will be fix'd in- our Commu» 
nion, when they ſee this Uniformity in our Pra- 
ice, who pretend to be kept in continual fluctua- 
tion and doubtfulneſs, by * this Diſagreement and 
Faftion among our ſelves. 


And thus it becomes all Perſons whatſoever, 
eſpecially ſfuchr as are in Publick ſtation , whoſe 
influence and example is great, to be true to 
that Church of which they profeſs themſelves 
members ; and to have a juſt concernment 
for that Faith and Religion, by which they ex- 
pet to +be'faved : Not to be diſcouraged from 
the Profeſſion thereof by the fears of danger; 
or courted to a compliance with a falſe one 
by the hopes of favour ;| but upon all needful 
and fitting occaſions to ſtand in the gap, and 
aſſert it with Zeal and Reſolution ; that the Ene- 
mies of our Church: may be convinced, that how- 
ever the coldneſs and indifferency of ſome of her 
Members may have -encouraged their attempts 
upon us, yet there are others , and thoſe of the 
wiſer and better part of Mankind , that _ 2 
us 
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due vakie and regard for their Religion, 'and will 
not eaſily part with it; This will email 'a' Bleſſing 
upon them and tlieirs ; Their Names will be: men- 
tioned with Honour and Reſpe&t by : future Ge- 
nerations, and their Memory ſhall be bleſſed. 
Whereas if they betray the Truth by filence or 
finful compliance ;* the preſent Ages will count 
themſelves unfortunate in fuch ; to' cone 
will curſe them, and the oppertunities which God 
had put into their hands, will riſe up in judgment 
againſt them. 


Now tho' a Zeal for Religion be our duty, yet we 
mult be careful, 4 Þ 


r. That it be not a fiery ungovernable Zeal, 
but that being founded in knowledg, and guided 
by diſcretion', the means which we uſe, as well 
as the means we propound , be good and war- 
rantable. Whoever pretends to follow. the Lord, 
muſt be fure to follow him in his own way. 
True Zeal is not a blind heady paſſion that puts 
men upon violent and irregular courſes beyond 
the bounds of ſober Reaſon; but 'a ſteady and 
well-weighed reſolution of mind, maaking uſe of 
fitting means for the obtaining of "honeſt and 
worthy deſigns. When mens paſſions mix with 
their Religion, their Zeal commonly degenerates 
into rage and fury , and is 'a kind of Wildfire, 
which 1f not timely prevented , will ſet the Go- 
vernment in a Flame. And therefore if our 
Care and Concernment for Religian ſhall tranſport 
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bs into irreverent ' and undutiful. reflections 

- our. Governours.,, traducing their | Perſons or 
vernment, or into Seditious and. Diſloyal practices, 
hn be fare 'tis not true Picty that animates 
our 


To uſe the Words of. the Apoſtle, If there be 
any amongſt us that ſeemeth to be Religious, to 
have a Zeal and Concernment for Religion, and 
eli pee not-his Tongue, but gives 1t an un- 

Licence / to wound even the. Reputation 
of his Governours,, he' does but deceive his owa 
Heart ; let him pretend what he will ,, his Zeal 
is not right, that mans Religion is yain, For 
Religion teacheth us to be Modeſt and Humble, 
M and Patient 3 to live in a peaceful Sub- 
miſſion to that \Prince--and- Government ,. under 
which Providence ſhall place us; to harbour no 
unkind reſentments of him ; not to ſpeak Re- 
proachfully 'of his Perſon or Goverameat, but 
'to ſtudy to be. quiet and-do' our owh buſineſs. 
So- that if our Zeal for Religion ſhall .tranſport 
us into ſuch undue practices as do no way 
become modeſt and peaceable Subjects, we do 
but deceive our ſelves; we may have a Zeal for 
meer Notzons and Opinions, but can have no 
great concernment for thoſe Subſtantial and pra- 
Qiical duties which Religion lays upon us. 


We ought to be tender of the Reputation of 
Princes, upon the greateſt reaſons of duty and in- 
tereſt. ' In the Law of Moſes, men were expref- 
ly 


( ©20 )) 
. to: revile' the Gods; or" ſpeak -evil of 

e Ruler ' of the People... And we find this was 
the Religion of St. "Pas/,' as appears from his ac- 
knowledgment . before - the -Fewi/h- Sanhedrim : For 
when he was provoked in a ſudden palſion © to 
ſpeak unadviſedly with his Lips, and to. call the 
High - Prieſt --Whited-Walt, 'he preſently checked 
himiſeff for it, -and acknowledged: his fault ; that 
he* did/ not -well confider to whom he Aſpake ; 
for it is written , - Thou" ſhalt not : ſpeak evil of 
the \Raler- of the - People, - "So - that: tho' the A- 
poſtles' were - ready -upon ſeveral occaſions to' al- 
ſert their- juſt Rights-/and Priviledges with ſome 
boldneſs and freedom againſt thoſe. who invaded 
them; ( as*did the two Apoſtles, St. Paul and 
Silas, being Tmpriſoned- and Scourged at» Philippz, 
and' St. Paul in his Appeal-ro Czfar )., yet. 
wifey -forbore bitter and reproac Language , 
tho' ſometimes: they met with the hardeſt -mea- 
ſure, and: ſuffered contrary to Law. Being reviled 
we bleſs, being perſecuted we ſuffer, being x + Au we 
. entreat and pray 'to God for them. 


But if this were not our duty , yet the' neceſ- 
fary care. of the Govefnment, Intereſt and Self- 
preſervation ſhould oblige us. -For this Undutiful 
behaviour towards thoſe whom! God has ſet over 
us, whereby Majeſty becomes vile and contempti- 
ble , does not only expoſe us to be affronted by 
every inſulting Neighbour, but is the ready way 
to exaſperate- our Goyernours againſt us ; and 
certainly tends to the ruin and.ditlolution of the 

MN, Government 


_ riſkiog Matatchy was onee « tuined-from, fueh-b16- 
panings Goverament therefore being: of Divine 

itutzoh/, arid: deſigned to preſerve, mankind in 
praco and fafory, owerare bound ito do. gur; ut- 
molt.'to ſupport us, [even- for: our own preferyation. 
He that like Sampſer pulls down the Pillars of the 
/ 5 in! ther 191; bo Bind pcs, For 
's\no::Law or: Government to de 

can be no-ſeeurity of Eſtates or 
or agen organs ſed - to, 'him'-that 
1s —_— than himſelf, and = will beturned 
into Aceldama's. 


lhend Giond,ar9,0080 fork ont of our. Go: 
vergours;: to-ilefſen the Anthority, ;and | Reputation 
of-thew; -Goverriment, muck {els are we to. take 
Arms. them, tho"; under pretence! of 'Zeal 
for the beſt Church and Religion in the World. 
Bhe prefervation -of: Religion, 'tis: true, is 'of the 
and moſt - itiportant '.concern: to:mankind, 

carer. than Lives: and Fortunes :- But :'tis ſuch. a 
aftront :to the Almigh —_——_— "Wo about to ,de- 
fend his Cauſe by /breaking iis Laws, as his Soul 
hateth : As -if. he ns not bring about his own 


ends, withaut qur —_— but the Devil wall 
ca 


Stteil in to aſſiſt and carry on the cauſe: of Religion. 
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"Popular 'Tumults' and -Infurrections can never 
ſerve the intereſt of Religion, or make the Church 
Glorious, © So-that'cif we confalt” as well the: Ho» 
nour-of® Religion: as our” own' fatety, it will ever be 
the wiſeſt courſe to fit down peaceably under that 
Government | wherein "Providence ſhall - place us ; 
To raiſe' no Tumults' to ſpeak or-do nothing that 
s Scditious, but to ſubmit to all civil and-juſt 
Laws; _and where we cannot/obey with a fafe Con» 
foience'(whichGod'be:thanked is not/our caſe)-to 
ſuffer patiently irather- than'deſert' our- Religion, or 
__ the Government. © This OE wy much 

ter way of exprefling-our' « 
more filader to Religion, than? whole Armies: 
Rebels;"tho” the' Holy Bible" be diſplayed-in -their 
Banged lim enote boo Uotmicd noe ond 


Princes,we know, are the immediate Servants and 
Deputies of the great Soveraign of the World , 
whom he: has -placed/under” himſelf in ' the affairs 
of *Government. © They! receive'their' Truſts from 
him, and- to him alone they are accountable. And 
if we. ſuffer any-rigours or oppreſſions from their 
Governmefht', he, who' is-- the /great Patron of 
Truth' and Righteouſneſs, will: take the matterin- 
to- his own ' Hand: 'to him only -we- muſt: appeal, 
and with fubmMflive ſilence expe the appointed 
way and time of deliverance , -which in his own 
Wiſe Providence he has aſſigned. - But when men 
ſhall grow'fierce and ungovernable;” deſpite/domi- 


non, 
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nion, and/ſpeak evil. of = ities, 'diſtarb the pub- 
lick peace, break through all-Civil and facred Ra of 
duty, and all this under pretence. of Zeal for Reli- 
gion, when is plain it's their Luſts and Paſſions, their 
wantof Religion which is the real cauſe; this brin 

- feandal'to Religion,and is ſuch'groſs mockery of GS. 
25 he will by no meansendure. 


Let us therefore of this Church , who have ever 
had the Reputation of Peaceable and good Subjects, 
take care that we'do nothing, that may forfeir that 
Character. Let not our againſt, Popery. betray 
us into ſome of the worſt principles that are charg'd 
upon that Church : But while we are Zealous for our 
Church, let us continue Loyal toour King, God has 
now pat an” opportunity 1nto' our Hands, which it 
we manage well, will ' bring - honour . to our 
Church, 'and for *ever_ put to ſilence the Ignorance 
of fooliſh men. We have already acquitted our ſelves 
of the Calumny of Popery, to the eternal ſhame of 
our Acecuſers;;. let us hold- as ſteady to our Principles 
in our Allegiance to the Crown'; and then ſhall we 
give unto Cefar the things that are Ceſars, as well as 
wnto God the things that are Gods. 


But moſt eſpecially it will behove the Clergy of this 
Church, who may be ſaid, 1 hope without 6. \ Neay to 
have as great a ſenſe of Loyalty as any fort. of men 
inthe World, and to have deſerved as well of the Go- 
vernmeng, to uſe our utmoſt endeavours to quiet the 
minds of men, and diſpoſe ther to Meeknets and 


Submiſſion. 'To which we are obliged not only by the 
D 2 Civil 
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of the. Goſpel in the 
She to preſs the ſame duties of Obedions and 
of; and howevet fach men have been oxyed 
fs old for the taxhful:-Diſpenſers:of the Word, 
1o have been Tritmmpebers/of Sedition, anti preached 
and yt Men-ifit6:Rebelliong Iam fare it fioway 
becomes thoſe who. profeſs themſelves the Servants 
= Embaffadors of - Jeſus thePrince of Peace... | 


Laftly Fai take care that we approve our 
"lt fy Er Boar ol by an wiaiverfal - Holineſs 
and Fx 'ri6t/ our” contending! 2boitk 
meer nth and Opinions ; nor 1s-1t 'our being, 
warm and adtiveto promote the intereſt-of a Par» 
. ty, that will 'denoininate us' truly: zealous, while 
we. have' no. regard'in our”Lives and Pratices: ro 
thoſe duties which Religion" lays upon. us "An Or» 
thodox Faith, and- a-, 5s Life muſt go together, 
or our Zeal is not right: Without this, I mean the 
exerciſe of an 'inwa bl reat' Holineſs., all:;qur 
plorious pretences and! ſhews of Zeah are but;-in+ 
temperate Heats, Pharifaiok Appearancesand mock- 
cries of God. We are not ſenſible what miſchief 
that man does Religion, andfcandal to the, Church, 
that lives within the Communion of it, and - makes 
a great profeſſion of Zeal, when his Lie and Pragtice 

is 
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is a real contradi&tion ; *Tis this that lays a ſtum- 
bligg-blodk-2t the Doors gf our Church, encourageth 
and havdens our Enemies, who will oot cafily be re- 
concited- toi owr Religion or our Principles, while 
they ſee go better effects/in our Lives and Practices, 
'Fus: thus that makes; chem reproach .qur Worſhip, as 
a cold and formal Service ; whereas, did they jt us 
opnc the publick Offices of Religion with an 
awint Revercace and. Devotion, and 'exemplary in 
our Laves for Vertue and Goodneb , they would be 
indbced to: bekeve that we have a real concernment 
for Religion, and that God is in us of a truth: but we 
cafi never make them believe that we are the ſervants 
of the Living God, or have ajuſt ſenſe of Devotion , 
while they ſee that we have nothing to diſtinguiſh 
us from the Worſhippers of a falſe God, but a better 
Name and worſe Vices. : 


Beſides, we may conſider, we of this Church can- 
not be wicked at ſo cheap. a rate and upon fo eaſie 
terms as other men: To be an itt man inthoſe-Com- 
munions whoſe Principlesand Notions of Religion 
do naturally tend to debauch mens Conſciences, and 
make them looſe ad careleſsnn:yheir lives, is not fo 
great a wonder. But for him that is born and Cate- 
chized in the Church of Ergl/and ; a Church that has 
made the ſtricteſt Proviſion Br Holineſs and good life, 
where he may be as devoutand gooda manasin-any 
ChurchQh the World ; and cannot be wicked, with- 
out the greateſt contradiftion to his Principles: I 
fay, to be an ill man in this Church, and under 
theſe happy circumſtances, muſt needs add weight - 
and aggravation to his guilt, And 


(-46)) 


And therefore, as we have any regard to the 
Honour of Religion, . the Credit of our Cauſe, our 
Brethrens Welfare, or our own eternal Intereſt, let 
us ſhew to the World the influence of our Principles; 
and that as we have the beſt Church, ſo we are men 
of the belt Lives. | 


* Now to God the Father . God the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed by us. and all Mankind, all Ho- 
nour, Glory and Praiſe, henceforth, and for. everntore, 


Amen. 


